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JSSA’s ADOPTION SERVICES
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Jewish Child Care Association (JCCA) — www.jccany.org
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Just Adopt (Rabbi Susan Silverman) — www.justadopt.net
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Jewish Multi-Racial Network — www.jewishmultiracialnetwork.org
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GENERAL RESOURCES

Jewish Social Service Agency (JSSA) — www.jssa.org
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Center for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.) - adoptionsupport.org
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Dave Thomas Foundation - www.davethomasfoundation.org
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Rainbow Kids - www.rainbowkids.com
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Adoption Advocates International - www.adoptionadvocates.org
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Adopt US kids - adoptuskids.org
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Kidsave - www.kidsave.org
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The Jewish Imperative for Adopting a Child

Article by Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz
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Jewishness, Judaism & Adoption

By Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb

Let’s!@02()!3("4!,1105!*("* D A" (%)KI@0"300) I=[>[_=!""40-02,-;!%."0) 'A%) "8%+0&"(, -'g#0"" (%) 1%.134%!("! , 1<03!??!, ) *lleRh [I[];!* 40!
g#0"" (%)!%.14%3(/ $%&", ) "<03("4) 0""!("I"% ourlown!"0) "0!%.!34%! 30!, &0;!4%3!A%) ) 0A'0*!30!.00-1"%l<t*, (" /!, ) *Co%&! "%!" 401<03("4!
$0%$-06!1=", "#"("14%3others!perceive you, and what you ‘officially’ are!ll34,'0+08!"4,"1/0,)"iVQ(*0) *("5!("14%3!you!.00-;!, ) *!"4#"
34, "lyou!"4() 115%#! , 206!!!

IDENTITY, in today’s open society;!("+%luntary. It's often said that )%3;!we’re alll“Jews by Choice.” 1 340"408!@%¢)<03("4;!A%) +0&"0*!
O"%I(%;1, ) *G%eE!, *%$ 0*!() "%!(*U34(A4!. ,~"Isomewhere between ‘born’ and ‘converted’), we all ,A"(+0-5!A4%%"0!"%!(*0)*(.5!, "I<03("4!
1%&!.800-51A4%%"01) %" !"%V6!!!

I"1981<03("41404(" , 20;!4("*%85;!./ 0/ @0&"4($!()!"401<03("4!$0%$-0;10A6; |/ $%8" , ) "10) u#24!1"%l/ , 10!,1/0,) ) 2.#-1$, &"1%.1%#6! (*0) *(*5;!
, )16 (+0"? That's personalf!!>"1, 1&, @@(;!)%!"#&$&("0;Whope!it’"|(/$%8", ) "i'-1.%&I%#8"0-+0" -1, ) *IU"%L/, ) 51%. 1#"1@0() 2!, *%$" (+0!
$,80) ""V;1.%6!1#" 1" %10/ $% 308! %#8! children!" %! 4%$0.#--51A4%%"0!(*.%&! themselves. But it’s not a foregone conclusion. !

SYSMZ#,* >/ /5%3) Reconstructionist standpoint: Judaism is not “better” in some %@T0A"(+0!"0) "0Qlit’s T#"*12%%™;!it’s
/0,)02.41,)*lit'slours. We're people;!before we're Jews. | do believe that active Jewish connection enriches those who choose
(55)*1"4,"1"% /0" 40) 2184/, ("% 1340) "4, "IA%) ) 0A (%) (", T0)#, "O*I M @H " 1%#H8IAA(-*40) U, ) *I30VIA, )1@0'4 , $5! /%8, " B(&("#, -!
30--2, *T#"" 0*150%$-0;1602, 6*-0""611>) *I301A, ) ) %"1.%6201"4 , "13(*4!, *%$" (%) ;| %#6!A4(-*60) !, -"%!0, Ad)-, 5!"%/ 0140 , -1A-, (/" %l other!
A#-"#60", ) *IAH(-(X, "(%)";134(A41, 40!, -"%!12%%*1, ) *1./0,) ) 2.4 U@#" )% %", ) *1$, 8" (,--5!"40(&"V6IIR+085" 4() 2!0-"0M™ , 5!, ""#/0"1"4, 1
“Jewish identity” is good —!but always with that asterisk, “it’s +0&5!2%%*;!.%¢&!us, but not ‘better than’...”!

[%')"* (~Uewish!(*0) *("5!() 1%6#8IA4(-*60) ;! B0!" 4%#-*1%#&"0-+0"1@0!(/ Z 08" 0*!() I"401A#-"#60;! , ) *I(/ /08" 0161 L (<"1 1 (-1 4 (" D A-#*0"
0'0)"(+01-0,8) () 2!, @%#"14(""%85!, ) *I"&, *("(%)";"#e&%# ) * ) 21%#6"0-+0"1, ) * 1% 1 (*"13(*4!150%$-01%.!" 4, 1@ , AL28%#) *;! , ) *1./ , 1) 2!("!, !
/(B ., (@1-150"13("4%#" 1 .%8A02.00* () 2!(*;1-0""1(*1.00-1 /%&01%$$80""(+01" 4, ) 10) &(A4() 20!, ) *1 (" 4% 1A#" " () 21%. .| OF B-%&., (%) 1%. 19%6#&!
children’s birth?A#-"#606"6!!

=06/ 01$806+0) !, $$8%, A40"1"%1.%"*0&() 2Lewish!(*0) " ("SI 11 (*" 17 any!<03("411(*"177! , 4OK!

o 11D0,)()2.41,)*16%#" ()014%/ 0I0FS0&(0)A0; &% 1G("# , -II-(101-(24 ) 21, ) *-0"VI"hI0" (A, W+%-#) "008() 2!, ) *12(+() 2!"X0*, 1, 4V
"IO*HA, (), -7, -1() 21 [%6&., 410) " 401 4%#"OVI "1, 0" 40" (A0S (4!, &"1%) " 40! 3, ()

o WL/ ,OB("AI0%HA, "(h)!"4, "1/ ) , 20" "WIA%) +051@%" 410)#241A%) ' 0) U hIUHEIL(*"1.00-1, "14%/ 01, ABSH™"1* 4010341 3068 *V!
and0)¥#241 #)1I0/$4,"(X() 2!, ..0A"1, ) *I$%"(*(+0I0F$0&(0) AOVI!

o i/ /08"(+0!$008!0F$04(0)A0"I-1"40"0!,&01105!, @%+0!, ;1" , 5!"401*, * , I—(10!A, /$;15%#" 4128%#$; 1", 0-"&($";10*Ab!

JO™lit’s!"40!", Z01.%6!, *%$"0* <03 ("41A4(-*40) -1@#" 1/ %E0!"%6! [ 40"0!$8%+0) 13, 5"1"%!() "* (--<03("4!(*0) *(*5!, 40! more'#620) *;10+0) ;1. %6!
A4(-*80)!34%! 3(-1@0'$%/$*0*!@5!“the road not taken” or “if my birth family hadn’t made their adoption plan” questions (plus
20)08,-140@0--(%)V;1*%!, 1!, "1"%/0!$%() "1 “why be Jewish.” !That’s one key difference: we’re all Jews by Choice, but those adopted

() "%lct* , (" /13(-1/%E01%."0) @0 reminded!that it’s a choice.’!

>)%'408!,)2-0K11<03("41(*0) *(*5!(";1%. |A%#8"0;1% ) 01+0A"%8! , /%) 2!/, ) 5611 T 0!, 14, +01/#-*($-0!(*0) *("(0"61 ZOA%) """ &#A" (%) (**!.%#) * 08!
bY%&*0A4,('j ,$-,) coined the glaringly obvious phrase, “living in two civilizations”, to celebrate the hyphen in <03("47>/06&(A, )’ !%¢!
>/04A,)*%03("4'6!1. T 4080'40!0840*K!! 30!-(+01) %" IT#"" 1) 1" 3%;1@#"1() "0+0) 1%6!0(24 " 00) 198! . %&"5; IA(+(-(X, *(%) "i!l!

8!!!!:40--05!j ,$)011Z2%"0) @0&2;!Adoption and the Jewish Family: Contemporary Perspectives;'1998, p 41: “...Shira was about eight years old
340)!"40!,"10*1340"408!"40'3 , "1@%8) <03 ("46!I1"%-*1408!" 4, "1"4013, "1@%&) 3("4!, <03 ("4!"%#-; b (&(, Z k408!, *%$" (+01/ % 4081'¢0calls. “I told her
*401/(*&,"4!"4,"1"4060!3080!%" 408!"%#-"1, *1=() , (134%!3, ) "0*!"%!, ccept the Torah. God told them that it wasn’t the right time for them, but that
there would be a time for them in the future. That satisfied her.” !

6



heither ‘American’ nor ‘Jewish’ is monolithic, for starters; there’s 4#20120%2& , $4(A!, ) *I1A#-"#6,-1*(+0&"("5!() 1@%" 46! [40) A%/ 0!"#@?
A+(-(X, "(%) "1@5!(*0%-%25;!@ , A128%# ) *;1$6%.0"" (%) ;10*#A, *(%) , -1, **, 0 Z0) ;1808 %) , -1, "#"; -O("#E0! (L O1$#&"#(*"! , ) *1() "040"" ;! ) *!
Z%80611B-#";1"401A-, " (AI@(21%) 0"1@0"(*0"160-(2(%) !, ) *1), * (%) , -(*5K!1-(10'A-, ""0120) * 04!, ) *!"OF#, -1%&(0) ", *(%)0!&, AQ!, ) *10"4 ) (A(*56!!!

<03("41(*0) " (*5!("1%) 01"0" 1%.1A%) "(*0&, ") "10) "4, "IA%L$-(A, "0*1/ (F121%."0) lit’s ()!"40!"%S!" 48001%8!. Y#80!. %8 %/ 0, it’s!* 401"() 2-01
-, 820" 17@#"1%, 80-5!"40L/ | T(*5;!1, ) *1) 0+081" 401%)-519) 061 1<03("41(*0) " ("5!A%) " ()#,--51() "08, A" 3(*4;1, ..OA™1, ) *I("1, ..0A'0*1@5;!" 40!
05" 408" B1>*U$" (%) 10) "08""40L/(F!, ™1, ) " AORIAG('(A, 160, -('5!, **() 210%" 41$% 308! , ) *IA%/$-(A, (96 '%!" 40Ig#0"" (96 . 1<03("41(*0)) (" 56!

=06K110+0) 1*8%$$() 2!10+065!%" 408!45$40) 1.&%/ " 40(8!(*0) " (*57*0"AL($" (%) "D A-#*() 2134, 130!, *%$" (+0!$,£0) ""1.#8"406!A0, " 0!.%4!" 40/
like “raised by single mother, 4,"!I"3%!.,"408";!1(*!3("4!three or more ‘parents’”, etc) MU#&!A4(-*¢0)!,20!“<03("47>/0&(A,)?, *%S"0*".
>)*(103("47>.4(A, ) ?>/08A,)?, *%S"0*)| %60, ) %4?D4()0"07>/04(A, ) <03("4?, *%$ 0*!, *%$ 0*7Z#"™(,)?_18,0(,)?§4,X,1?
>/06(A,)%<03("40 , "D %X<03("4?, *%$'0*7>/0&(A, )Y, ) *!"%!%)6!![e.g. Maya: “Il am from China, and from the land of Shabbat
dinners”...].!

1", 5;1A0-0@8, *01,~1%.1"40"01./ , ) 5145840) ;" 40(&":!, ) *106#4"ill &0 A%#4"0;1301A, )1@0! , ~1"40"01"4() 251, )<L/ 060; " (/ #-*, ) O%#"- 561t
not “Jewish OR...”211.30!,40;!, )*IA, )1@0:1“Jewish?AND”§!!

[401/%:0!30!10/%4,"(X0!, ) *!-(." 1#$!0, A4!1+0A"%&1%. our kids’!(*0) *("5!.8%/1"40!120"722%!-Ithe more we use the “A?word” (adoption;!*4,"!
("; they’ll get ‘American’ no matter what) and the “J?word” on a daily basis —!"40!/%&0! 30!"#&8%#) * 1%#8IA4(-*80) 13 (" 4!, *#-""134%!

Se%#H*-5100, &1"H#A4L/#-*($-0!(*0) *(*(0"1-!" 40!/ %0\ (" |@0A%/ 0160 , -;!$- , #"(@-0;!naturall.%8!* 40/ %!*%!* 401" , / 01-1"%!" 44(+0!%) 10+085!"(*O!
%.10+085!45%40)611U>) *1()1"%!*0%() 2;1"%!- (. 1#$!" 40(&!. , Z(-(0™, ) *1"40(&A%/ Z#) (*(0";!" 48%#2410F$%" " #80!"%!" 40! other!"(*0!%.!"40!45$40) V6!

TH81<03("41(*0) " ("5I"%I@01) , "#4, -;NROANL / 0) *12(+() 21HAIAA(-*80)!, | thickl<OB("41(*0) " ("5!—1/ , 101" 6@+(H";.8%/1' 40120 72%;1" 4, "1"4("!
B(AAI"E, *("(h)!, ) *IOF"0) *O*IA%/ /#) (*5!(" [ERIZ=I-I" 40 ‘B (2" 4&(24" !, "I(* 1 3040; (840" $OA" (+01%.10(&" 47%,40) "Ireligion. Yes, they’ll have
*401choice!"h%$" U#";1-(10!, ~1<03"1-land yes, they’ll have one OF'§,13,5!()!34(A4!"401g#0™ (%) 1/ ,5120" 18, ("0*1-1@#"185!/ , 1() 21<03("4!
8(#, - IAHEHR0:1 1) %3-0%20;1, ) *IA%/ /#) ("5"0A%) *7) , "#401.%81"40./1-1301() A0, "Olthe odds that they’ll continue to find meaning in itf!!

[4("!("1105!.%6!1(*"134%!",*-5!,80!-(10-5I"%!@0'/("* ,10)!, "D %) 2ewish, to have their identities questioned, because they don’t “look!
Jewish.” For Y%#&IA4(-*60);!34% will@0!,"10*!, @%#"1(*;!@514#) "4()1() 2!*0.0) *0&"1%.!>"410) , X(Al4020./%) 51UA-#0-0""1,"1* 405!, £01%.!
()*(20)%#"1D4()0"0!<03"; ) *(, )1<03";!N(20&(, )!, ) *IR"4(%S(, ) '<03";!BO&H+(, ) !, ) *I\#,"0/ , -, ) <03";!h%&*(Al03"...V6!!!

=Uilithere’sld, A" /13( 4%# ('there’s!) , &8%3)0"";10"4) %AOY "&(" /1, ) *IFO) %$A%@(, | 3("4)(I$#"; Ithere’s , )linevitable “what if I'd been
$-,A0%I0)!, 1*(..080) 1., Z(-513("4!, 1*(..080) "140-(2(%) ;14&!"" , 50*13(*41/51(rth family” line of questioning. For all that, Z51Zmi§0./ ,()"K!
"4(AL1/0,) () 2.4-<03("41(*0) ('5;10+0)!, %) 2"(*01%$0) 120) #() OI0F$-%., *(%) 1%. " AOIG(8" 4 244" #4505

We mustn’t deny their 80, -("5!-1"40(&!birth?family’"!A#-"#80!, ) *IA(+(-(X, tion are also our children’s ‘b(&'44(24" Bl a#&l1(*""4%#-*1-0,8)!

, @%#"1(";10F$-%60!("6!1f we’ve given our children a strong foundation of love, of openness, and of rich Jewish identity, then let!"40/!
"0,8A41.%0@(&"47.,/(-(0";1,)*1-0,8)!"40(1@(&"4?parents’ cultures —1%#&!I1(*"13(-!"" (-1 @068 1(*";!, ) *Ithey’II) O(*404!40T0A" 1", "I* 40(&!
$,80) ") UGIH* (" /1, "1 A0(R180-(2(%# A +-(X, "(%)611 [401260 , "08&* , ) 208("1* 401%$$%" (" 0;1-0""() 2!"(-0)A0IE0(2)!, ) *I"OAGOAS!.0" " 086" 1I=" , 5!
%$0)6!

9!!!!Shelley Kapnek Rosenberg, 1998, p 120: “Jessica, who was adopted from Korea at age two, has three s/ ,-1.-,2"1%)!,!"*,)*!()1408!
bedroom, one Korean, one American, and one Israeli. By age six, she would look at them and announce: ‘This is me’. She has -0,8)0*!"%!"*¢, **-0!
her multiple identities and knows exactly who she is.” [even so, she “once wished!aloud that she wasn’t Korean and didn’t have a Korean face” (op
A("I$!89LVsI!

"IEvery Jew has reason to wonder, and doubt. There’s external anti?’0/Z("("/"-, "L D% 430" [ad(%;| /5!40,*13,".0-"L.%&14%8) 1!
34(A41.%EIA0) "#4(0"14, "1-0*1" %!, " (/ (-, " (%)!, ) *1%# 2/ (28, " (%) ;1" %!* (", )AOD!.8%/ 1" 40'A%/ /#) (*5!, ) *10+0) !, A" (+0!%# 2conversion. There’s also
0'"08),-1/0,)02-0""0/(*("/-1""#-"(.5() 2!D%0) ?He%" 408™?""* 5-0160-(2(%#"10*HA, " (%) )'$, 40) "1 34%!*E%S! " 40(&! 1(*"1%. .! , ""EO@LO31=A4%%-!, ) *1*0!) %!
OF'¢,<03("4!.amily activities, but wonder when their child feels disconnected and when their grandchildren aren’t even raised Jewish... !

"Iif we stonewall their attempts to explore, they’ll think that ‘we doth protest too much’, there must really be something comp0--()2!
we’re hiding from them (!). Tafasta meruba lo tafasta;%#e!"&, *("(%)!"0,A40"(1"85() 2!"%%!4 , &*I1A, )1, A'#, -51$8%6+0!A%H#) " 087$8%*#A" (+06!!!
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That’s IDENTITY. Now, ,!.03!13%&*"1%)!=[>[_=Kllit’s a $(0A01%.1A, 10;1.%8!" 4%"01%.#"10%E) !, ) *1&, ("0*1@5!" 401" , /0103 (" 4L/ %/ Bl
O3(" 4%, *;1%8!, 1<03("40) %) 70(%7$ , 80) "I"0AK) *1./ %/ ;| 3UEL".%8IZ0. %8/ \CIZOAN) " #A 06) ("*;10#" 1) %" ID) 08+, *(+O1%h&1ad " 4%* 4ol

79%8!"49%"01@%6 ) "%! , 1<03("41./ %" 408;!, *%$"0*;!, ) *1&, ("0*!I()!, 1*(..060) " 1<03("4!. , Z(-BKI<O3(" 4", #1181 ;1@ 1 3("41. %% ") %" 0K, V!
ALOALINYL/ , /7 XO08#"(-02("(/ , A5;| BA(AI("!,10(2!$62%@-0/1()!, L.OBIA, "0 0 IU@VI"%! , +%6(*1, AA(*0) ", ~510) *() 21431/ , 485() 215% 41 8" 47
"(@-)2;1A-%"0*!, *%$" (%) !("!(-?advised; (c) the adopted Jewish kid can’t marry a kohen. !

h%3!. %8 most!%.1%#8!IA4(-*80) ;1@%¢&) !"%!* 40!10dN1%.!>/ 0&(A, ) "1%8&!006dN!%. 144/ , ) "VI34%laren’t!<03("4;1"40) 1, ("O*1@51# K 1A%) +0&" (%) !
("IR0g#(80*1@5!/%"";!, ) *1""8%) 2-5160A%/ / 0) *0*1@5!./%"*1%.!" 401606111’ Il break that *%3)!40806!!h%"0;!.%&!() . , ) "%8&?5%# ) 22A4(-*!
A%)+08" (%) ;1g#0™* (%) "1, &01%)-5!,"10*1%.1"40!$,40) *"(lit’s deemed a privilege, a z’chut;!.%&!"40(&!/@0)0.(* —@0"*0&!*%!@0!&, ("0*1<03("4!()!
,K03("41., /Z(-5;!"4,)D%) Vewish in a Jewish family. (The traditional view is just “better to be Jewish”, but we reconstruct that ; V4!!
J(*4!,)1%-*0&A4(-*;1"40!+,4(,@-0"1./7%#) "1, 1!, ." 083, &*;!(.lit’s!&0-0+, ) "6!l!

N!"4%e":1", 5" 40!, -Z#*K1.J 4%0+06'&, ("0™, ) 1%E$4, )!) " 40(&14%/ 0;1=A&($S"#801602, &*"1, "I" 4%#241" 401A4(-*14 , *1000) |@%& ) !"%!
4(/6404°!IBut that’s not enough. !

1)1'401Z0.%&/! /%+0./0)";"%/ OG5 %3/ %" g, 00("1""8%) 2-510) AU, 201A%) +08" (%) 9.1 , *%$" 0*IA4(-*40) ;! 34(-01"%/ 01" 5lit’s!
0)UH241"%IQ0!, ("0%1()!, 1<O3("414%/01@5!, "1-0, " 1%) 0103 ("4 , 40) "6IZOA%) ""&H#A" (6) (" "I*%1"" 896 2-510) AU#&, 201A% ) +0&" (%) Ibut won’t!
80G#H({E0!("1340)!, A4(HI("1E, ("0*1()!, KOS("414%/ 01 THEIDY) 08+, *(+0:1, ) 1@l A%*UFKIIA%) +08" (1) 1ROGHEO*:1B( 4L/ (1+, 41, ) *1"40!
3941110508, 08("134%!, "0 14, "1 A0IA(-¥13(~1001E, ("0*; 103 ("47%@" 08+, )A0?3("0;1$08!their movement’s standards. Thus some

(@08, -1AI)+0&" (%)™, 0I"#"SOA" () "%/ 0IDY) "08+, "(+01050")!, ) *1, 1) %) 2l A%*HFIA%) +08" (%) "1, &OI"#"SOA"UEIS- , ()1()"#..(A(0) "VL. %
00" A" A%RUF, # A%8(" (0”6 N [3%I03";1"48001%$() (%) 6!

p!=4%#-*!'40!(ri)(&'4/%/!(f1>0! ,'10,""1"0A4) (A, 51" (-130*!"%!%) 01/ , ) ;! 34(-0'A%) AO(+() 2!" 40!A4(-*1@5!, ) %" 40&;!" 40) " 40! $%%IAA(-*!("!
'8,*("(%) ,--5IA%) "(2) O*1"%! 1"/, --1%#t" A, " 128964 $1%.!.0-% 3! mamzerim! , ) *\mamzerot;! ,-%30*!"%!./ ,8451%)-5!3(*4() "4, "1 28%#S;1.%4! , --I" (/06! %!
$0"" 56!

“lisanhedrin 19b. Also: Abaye’s father had died when his mother conceived him, and his mother!*(0*!()IA4(-*@(&" 46! 0"1"40![ ,-/#*!
records that Abaye would say, “my mother told me.” He was referring to his adoptive mother, we are told (Kiddushin 31b, summ ,&X0*()!
Z%"0)@082;!$6'809V6!

Hi>-1ng, *(" (%) ,-1A%) +08" (%) "QA-#*() 21/ %" 1Z0A%) " *&#A" (%) ("), ) *1/, ) 51Z0. %/ VI3 (1) "("*1%) AGAEZA(" (%) . %68 @%5" -1 D A-H#* () 2!, 16("#, -!
*%$!1%.1@-%%*Whatafat dam britVl(.!,1)%) 280-(2(%#"1"#&2(A, - AGAEZA("(%)'4,"!,-60,*5!" ,10)!$-, A0, ) *1, 1$8%$0&!(/ /08" (%)), 1./ (1+04).%&10+085%) 06!
[40'tevilahG(/ /08" (%)!)!,\/(1+,41("0,"5!10)%#241.%6!() ., ) *"-Ithe trick is to blow air onto their face, which makes it scrunch up, then dunk ‘em
super quick; they’ll be startled, but won’t take on water. Note: Most local!)%)?ad’4%*%FIA%)+08"(%)"!",10!$-,A0!, '1>*, "li"¢, 0-;!()!D-0+0-,)*!B, &1;!
B4(A418#) " AR/ /#) (5L (1+, A0 (A, !, %I @01*%) 016" *96%8"" (), )5Y) , "#E, -1@%*51%.13, "0&;!, ) *1"%/0lad" 4%*%F! o (1+,%"1%. " 0) 1%$0) 1#$!. %&!
$-H#6, (" (AJA%)+0&" (%) ", "1 30-6!

d!![40!.#--0<?¢!+0&"(%)!%.!'4("K!!l

"_St'8 —tfceed Tt tetce% ™MSF—REA.ZffLIet@ > "feSce—e —Sf— —St . teTf"ec'e | frefor—eTt”

stet %" —'ed <—ie THEBYodEFTe o — 2 Pursuant to their own ritual strictures and their stated expectations for the child

fot "fecZra  feTiTectee EPTett 5 '—SEVe ece’Z> Frei— L' —e—d  —ie f 'tec—<'e diSufirhthofe <o—f"efZ
outside of an Orthodox framework; it becomes an issue only if our kids (a) choose eventually to affiliate Orthodox (in which case they can

easily do another stricter conversion as an adult), or if they (b) make aliyah to Israel, which is currently automaticundert S 7<% S— *~ " ——

with any conversion certificate, and also (c) want to be registered as Jews and legally marry in Israel -- since the state-sponsored Chief
Rabbinate is in charge of personal status, and it leans hard-right Haredi Orthodox.

Conservative Judaism is bound by halacha (Jewish law) just like Orthodoxy, but willing to set a much faster pace for its evolution and
modernization; it likewise insists on conversion. The expectations on the parents for raising the child Jewishly will be serious, though not as
intense as those applied by most Orthodox authorities. It does matter here; Ramah camps and Schechter schools often insist on proof of
Jewishness, in which case no (or a non-traditional) conversion will not suffice.

Reform Judaism used tosay that > — efFtei— ,‘=SF” ™Mc-S f .. ' &FIP% ‘paientds thet)&¥E+# Then it said that you
really should have a ritual, but consecration or bar/bat mitzvah or confirmation was confirmation enough. Its most recent (non-binding)
responsum suggests that you really, %#&,,eught to do a proper conversion which usually means mikvah and the rest but notes that
flexibility remains f”'—et ™S f— “—fZ< <o fo T’ L4
And Reconstructionist Judaism, as always, says consider all of the above, give tradition a vote but not a veto, and decide through an
elaborate communal process (!). Actually, there is no movement-wide stance, per se; among the clergy, there is a strong shared preference
SO f TR et et e L E 7 o SeruttienStRalibinit AAssociation is now reworking its $."/! ‘" T'f"e‘ef7 o—f——ei %o—<ct 3.
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! =ORKIISUGHIA , ) 1909119 +ORISUHAIA(24" " A%#-*08; 1, ) *12%1.%81" 40L/ %" 1"&, *(* (%) ,-IA0RO./ %) 56”11 ak; 5%#1A, ) Ido what’s comfortable
D)*L70,) ()24 L 98I5%H;), ) *<11) %314, "I(I5%H8!, *#-"IAA(-*1./ , 10", <5, A1%EIA0A%/ 0"/ #AAL/ %80! frum;l"4051A, ) IA%) +08!, 2, ();150"!
798018, *("(%) ,--56>"1

! >I'3("{!l@orn Jews, we’re stuck with it. A*#-'1A%)+08""!" , 101"401$-#)201%." 40(81%3) . 40013 (411> *U%$" (%) |("1"%./ 0340801()?
0" 300)K!1A%)+08"()2!, "1, IAA(-*1("180 , ;150" 1(..5; 1) -0™"1, ) ) " (196) 012653 141, ) *1A) (& "1(*196) " A0@%BY S [&, *('(6) !4, "1.#) 14080}
A%#-*1,)510, 651, *%-0"A0) "180@0-T4"" 140, Adlthe age of majority, and say ‘fugghetaboudit”, I'/1)%"K03("4Filll)!"40%E5;150"5!!=0%!
4,-,AM,1/,10"('D)0, &5/ $%"(@-0;13(" 41, )(/$-, #"(@-51"/ ,~I3() *%31%.1" (£ 01() IS4 (A4 "I $H#E-(A-5160) Yt ) AO!" 40IA%) +08" () [/ $%6"0*!
0 DA AUSIIE100() 2!, ) <I<() 21<03(" 41 U8, 1* , 5;10+0) 1, ) [AUH#EI— /HAALO"ISHO-(A5!, ../ () 215%™, #M,™,10, "1%810), &
Z("X+,41-1,)*:10, Zil-lyou're stuck "W!I<03("41.%60+08E!ID , XO-I"06+11!

! That’s IDENTITY, and STATUS. One -,""I"4%&"V140, *() 2;134(A41 /51" #5$8("013, ") 0" L I6#) *1() 1" 401-(* 08, "#EO0!" 4063("0;!
706" 0.1 A" ("IA%+080*1g#(" 0!30~1) IShelley Kapnek Rosenberg’s Adoption and the Jewish FamilyVGll[4("%)0!("\(/$%&" ,)"I"%L/0;1, ", !
8, 00(1<#* , ("/1,",1ZR=a_ ZDR;A%3I4H#LILAA!"E, * () 1A, )I"40*1)03L/0,) () 2!, ) *IS06"S0A (+01%) !, *%$’ (%) 6!l [4400g#(ALIOF , /$-0"!

U8VIBarukh sh’amar v’haya ha’olam;!\%*!"$%10!, ) *!*40!3%4-*!Q0A, /0K 3%&*"1/, " 086! J%&*"1A, ) 11(-!, ) *I3%&*"IA, ) 140, -§!1<03"14, +0!
4 _!Il

#)(g#0!()"(24"1() "%!“was adopted” vs “is adopted” —!“created an adoption plan” vs “gave away the baby
“birthparent”. We’&0!,-I""(-1-0,8)()2;!,) *1$80.0640*1) %/ 0) A-, "#E0!A%) " () #0"I"%!0+%-+0;@# " 3%&*""1A%#) "6

real parent” vs

! UoVITzelem Elohim;!,-!,40'A%0, '0*!()!God’s!(/, 206!("4) , 4!=,)40*&()!",5"K130!,--1"4,40'A%/ /%), )AD" " %&"; 1" %) %) O'A, )!
say “my lineage is better than yours”. And, when an earthly ruler A%()"!"40/"0-.10,"1%)!, 1A%()V;!,-!,80!" 401", Z0Q1@#" 1 340) \%*!1A%() "
\%*"0-.1U(606!./ , 10" 1#"V;!, --IA%./Z 01064 1*(..080) "6!! [%!AO-0@¢., "0!*(..080) AO;!and!%#&!#) *08-5() 2!0g#, -("5;! , &01A%E0K0 3("4!+, -#0"d!!!

! UMV1Bakesh shalom v’rodfeihu;!"00k peace and pursue it. ‘Shalom’I(""#A41, 11050+, -#01"4, "1301"4%#-*1"0011(" () 1%#81%3)!
(<"1, ) *ISHE"H01(*10+0)1005%) *6HI%EA("611=4 , %/ (".8%/ Ishalem; 34%-08lIShleimut; 34%-0) 0"":1("1"401./0" , $4()A($-06!1 10"1* 4("140-!
#'1,"130124(*01"401(*0) " ("57*0+0-%$./0) 1% %H#AIAL(-*40) 11" 4, *1* 4051001 34%-0; ' shleimimtIll!

! [4800IA56"() 21" 4%#24" 1) 1" 4, +O)K!1R) 0;1.8%/1.0-% 3!, *4$* (+01&, BR(°$, 80) "1, )*1*0, 1. 4(0) *VZE 1 () * , BY%" 0L LO)K!!, *U$* (+0!
7%/ /("1 4013%/ @70F$04(0)A0; 1@, *%$" (%)!-0,+0"!""40"Ad?marks on the heart. It's real. !

[3U%K1L/%*08) IE0@R03;! , 1AD) #6451, 20;1"3#24" 1, 1) 0B13Ub*1 gl , *%$" 0*"Klime’umetzet;ime’umatz;! 8%/ lometz;"*40) 2" AGA##4, 205!
b,5!3014,+01'40!""§0) 2" 41, ) *IAY#E, 201'%IG0!" 401K0O3("4VI$, &0) " 4H#EIAA(-*80) *0"08+0Q!, )*1./ , 51301, ("0NA%SO0. #--51<03("4:1@4"\!
"G08) 21A06HE , 20%#"1, 30"%/ OIAA(-*E0) 611!

! >)*1-, "1 34, "1*%we most want for our kids? “Happy, healthy, and!2%%*” should do it.88!!J0--?,*T#"'O*;!30!4%$0! ,)*!

0!![4, ("1 401/%" 1, *("(%) , -IA0&0/ %) 5!$%" " (@-0!@ , "0*1%) 15%#21%3 ) -0+0-1%. 1%@" 08+, Y)A0I?M 1) %3!%.!) %) 2as" 4%*%F! , *%$* (+0!$,40) "1 34%!
4,+012%""0)!,--2ak"4%*%F&, @@("!"%!"ign their young children’s conversion certificates, but this is not always the case!

8:!!U>2,();!,)!,A'(+0!,)*!. 5 (8518, *("(%) , -'A%) +0&" (%) 1#) *0&!-(@0&, -! , #"B(A0"!("I"* (160A%/ Z 0) *0*;!$, &"-5!()!*0.060) A0!"%!"&, *(tion and ‘Jewish
unity’, and partly so that there are no questions about our children’s Jewish status at least across the liberal Jewish world —!"4%#24!70.%6/'C!Z0A%)!
do leave room for “the heck with that, my kid’s Jewish because I’'m the parent, and we’re Jewish but not religious anyway”).!

88!Rosenberg, 1990, p. 140: “Don’t put pressure on a child with a disability for genius, education, or success,” adds Rabbi EIliOX0&!
Goldstock. “An adoptive parent should have three standards in mind: good character and ethics, a pleasing personality, and *40!"0) ,A(*5!"%!
complete what is begun.” If the child accomplishes these things, the parents can be pleased. [note: “Jewish identity” is no!, /%)2!"40!"4£00!105!
B Sl i1 |
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Jewish Social Service Agency

Moses — A Case Study on Adoption & Identity

Rabbi James Q. Kahn — jkahn@jssa.org; 301.610.8356
TEXT I: EXODUS CHAPTER 2:5 - 2:22; 3:1-3:4

1>)*1"4080!30)1,1/,)1%.!"4014%#"01%. 10+(;!, ) *!"%%1! "%! 3(.0!, !>, #24"0&1%.! 10+(6!2>) *1"40! 3%/ , ) |A%) AO(+0*;!, ) *1@%80! , !"%)Q!, ) *!
340)!"40!", 314(/"1"4,"14013,"1, 12%%*-5!A4(-*;1"4014(*14(/"" 48001 /%) " 4"613>) *1340) 1" 40! A%d#-*1) %" 1-%) 20814(*014(/ ;1" 40! %%1! . %61 4(/"
L1 @#-6#"40™;) ) *I* #00*! ("1 3("4! (/00 , ) *I 3("A $("A4Q!, ) *1 401 #1401 A4(-*1"40800);!, ) *!-, (*<1(*1 (D! 40! .-, 2" @5! 40! river’s
@) 1614>)*14( 1" (""" 08! " %%*! , . ,&!%. ;)" %! 1) %3134, "1 3%#-*100!*%) 0!"%!4(/. 5And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe
in the river; and her maidens walked along by the river-side; and she saw the ark among the flags, and sent her
handmaid to fetch it. 6And she opened it, and saw it, even the child; and behold a boy that wept. And she had
compassion on him, and said: ‘This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”!7Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter: ‘Shall | go
and call thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?’!8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her: ‘Go.” And
the maiden went and called the child’s mother.!9And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her: ‘Take this child away, and nurse it for me,
and | will give thee thy wages.” >)*!"40!13%/ ,)!"%%1! "401A4(-*;!, ) *D)#8"0*!("6!8 - >) *I" 40! A4(-*12803;! , ) *!1" 40! @8%#24" 1 4( /!
unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses, and said: ‘Because | drew him out
of the water.’

88>)*!("1A,Z0!"%!$,"()!"4%"0!*,5";!when Moses was grown up, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on
their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren.!89>)*140!-%%10*!"4("!3,5!,)*!'4,"!3,5;!
,)*1340)!40!",3!"4,"1°4060! 3," %!/ ,);'he smote the Egyptian;'and hid him in the sandt8M>)*140!30) " %#"! "40!
"0A%)*1*,5;1,)*:1@04%*;! *3%! Z/0)! %.! "40! EO@&03"! 3060! "*&(+()2! "%20" 4040 , ) *1 401", (*! %! 4(/1 "4, "I *(*! "40! 3é%) 2(!
‘Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?’!14And he said: ‘Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? thinkest thou to kill
me, as thou didst kill the Egyptian?’ And Moses feared, and said: ‘Surely the thing is known.’!8Ph%3!340)!B4,¢&,%4!
40,8*1"4("1"4() 2;140!"%6#24"1"%!"- , 51D %"0"6!But Moses fled!.t%/!"40!.,A0!%.1B4,&,%4;!,)*1*30-"1)!"40!-, ) *1%.1b(*(, ), )*!
401", "1*%3)1@5!,130-6116h%3!"401$8(0""1%.1 D(*(, )14, *1"0+0) 1*, #24°08")! , ) *1"405!A, /0!, ) *1*403! 3, "0&:! , ) *!.(~0*1"40!" 824" "%!
water their father’s flock.117>)*1"40!"40$404*"1A, /0!, ) *!*%+0!'40/", 3, 50! @#' b%"0"! " " %%*1#$! , ) *140-$0*!1'40/;! , ) *! 3, "040*!
'40(&!.-%A16'18>)*1340)!"405!A, Z0!"%! Z0#0-"40(8!. , "40¢;!40! said: ‘How is it that ye are come so soon to?day?’!19And they said: ‘An
Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and moreover he drew water for us, and watered the flock.”120>)*140!", (*!
unto his daughters: ‘And where is he? Why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may eat bread.”!98>)*!b%"0"13,"!
A%)*0) " "% *30-13("4!"40! / )01, )*140!2,+0! b%"0" o($$%E, 4! 4("1 * ,#24'08!22And she bore a son, and he called his
name Gershom; for he said: ‘Il have been a stranger there.’

EXODUS CHAPTER 3:1-3:4
1h%3!%"0" 3, "1100$() 2! " 40!.-%ALI%.1<0" A8 A("1 ., "40820) -, 3;1*401$4(0™"1%. O (*(, )(! , ) *1401-0%1" 40! .-%ALI %! " 40! ., &" 40""10)*1%.1"40!
"A0L/ (%" 6.1, 10# A0, ) *14016%10%;1, ) *:1004%-*; 1" 40104 410#8) 0*13(*41.(80;!, ) *1" 4014413, "1) %" IAK) "#/ 0*613And Moses said: ‘I will

turn aside now, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.”!4And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said: ‘Moses, Moses.” And he said: ‘Here am 1.”!!
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Moses — A Case Study on Adoption & Identity

TEXT Il: RASHI on “amatah” - Shmot 2:5!

N7V YNIY AY9-n2 TR A PI>)*1"401* , #24" 041%.1B4 , &, %4IA, Z0P*5%3)1"%1@, ' 401()!" 40!
-NY KNI IR Ty DDA 2y 8(+0801, ) *1408L/ , (*0) "3, -10%1, %) 21@5!"4014(+087"(*0)! , ) *I"40!
ANNK-NY N7YNL,9107 7N NAND ", 31'401,811, /%) 21"401.-, 21, ) *1"0) 140814, )/ , (*1"%.0"Ad!
QNFnI ("

Z>=EI!1“=40!"0)"1408!/ , (*Wpanpnx pV!"%!.0"A4!("IUShmot!9KPVE” Another interpretation of this verse renders the
E0@.03!3%&*!lammatah!,"1p408!, &/ p'é, "408!"4, ) Ip40&l/ , (*6p!Ammatah!,-"%'/0,)"Ip,&/1-0) 2" 4"6p! [4("!("!"%!
'0,A41#"1"4, " pd0d! &/ 13, "I0F 0) *0*1. %6/ , )5!,8/7-0) 24 "pll"%/0!" , 5IN = =1, /%" Ve!

TEXT lll: Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Przysucha on “amatah” - Shmot 2:5

1.1, 1S08"%) "G50 YoAH"0"14("134%-0140, "1, ) *I"U#-16) 14("L, A"(6) ;1) %" 40) 210) 1" 401B%E-*IA, Y1, ) ¥I()14("1 3, 561=Y;!
too, here, Pharaoh’s daughter did what she could by "*40"A4() 21%#'1408! ,&/";1040) T#""1,1.031.00";!, ) *!, L/ (&, A-0!
4,$$0)0%1,)*!"405!10$"I0F"0)*() 26!

DISCUSSION GUIDE

Enduring Understanding:

The Torah’s description of Moses’ birth, subsequent *,*%$"(%)’,!-, *0&!(*0) *(*5!A&("("!, ) *180"%-#" (%) !4, +01./ #A4!"%!
'0,A41A-0625!, @%#"!, *%$" (%)!, ) *1"40!8%-0!A-0825'A, )14, +0!) 10/ $%306) 2!, *%S$ 0> ) *(+(*#,-", ) *!"40(!. , Z(-(0"!
,AG%"™1*40!-(.0"$, )N

Questions for Discussion:

86 E%3!*(*!RASHI and Rabbi Bunim’s teachings on!‘amatah’|(/$,A"5%##) *06"" , ) *() 21%. B&()A0™""!
Biyah’s ‘adoption’ OF$0&(0)A0FIIE%3!/(24"1408/0F$04(0)AQ0-, *01* %! "4 , *1%.1A%) 0./ $%E , 85!
A%#$-0"1"001() 2!"%! , *%$" !l

96 [40!"OF"IU9K8:-VI"*,"0"Ithat Moses “was a son to her” (Princess Biyah) and that she ), /Z0*!4(/!
b%"0"61!34,"1A,)!30!-0,4)!about the Torah’s #)*0&"*,)*() 21%.!$,80) "4%%*!.8%/1"4("!"OF " f!!

M6 E%3!/(24°1"40!"*%&(0"180-,50*!()!9k88!-19k8P!have impacted Moses’ sense of self? !

N6 In 2:22, Moses names him son, Gershom, meaning, ‘| have been a stranger there’. Where did

P6 How might Moses’ story relate to that of adopted children coming of age in our contemporary
>/08A, ) <03("4!A%/ /#) ("5
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Privilege Checklist — Jewish Multiracial Network

The Privilege Checklist was developed by Corinne Lightweaver, Sasha King, and members of the Jewish Multiracial
Network online discussion group, 2006—2009, to teach about the widening range of privilege experienced in the

Jewish community. Please distribute the Privilege Checklist, use it in workshops, and add to it.!
!

[40.%-%3()21"",*0/0)""!, 4010F , /$-0"1%.13 , 5"1() | 34(A4IS4(+(-020!("IOF$0&(0) A0*5 [40!$8(+(-020"1-("*0*100-%3! , 40!
%)0"*4, "1/, )5I$0%$-0!", 10198128, ) "O*1'0*  5:1@4#" 1 3A(AM, 801) 'L, +, (-, @-01"%L/%"*1<O3"1%. IA%-%68 () 1" 40! ) (0!
:l s l0||6!

B-0,"0!A40AL!,-I"401"" ,"0./0)""1"4, "1, $$-5!"%I5%#6!>"1"4010) *:1"851"%l-(""1, '1-0, 1" B%L/ %80! 3 , 5"15%#14., +01$4(+(-020!
0!"4003("41A%/ /#) (" 56!

DERDj li=[!

qqqiiia,)!3,-11)"%!./5!"0/$-0!,)*1.00-1"4, " 1% 408" 1*%) %" "00LZ 0!, 1% (* 085!

qqqiita,)!3,-11) %!/ 5!"0/$-0!,)*1.00-I"4, " 1% 40&"1*%!) %" " 00!/ 0!, "10F%" (At!
qqqiita,)!3,-11)"%!./5!"0/$-0!,)*1.00-I"4, "I /51A4(-*¢0)!,40!"00)!, "1<03"!

qqqiita,)!3,-11)"%!"0/$-0!3(*4!/5!., Z(-5!,) *1) %" 1 3%885! "4, *1"405!3(-1@0!"60, *0*1#) 1() *-5!@0A, #"01%.1" 40! A%-%8!%. !
400106

qqqiitA, )!10)TUSL/#" (AL "L/51"0/$-0!"4, "180.-0A™"1*40!"#) 0";!1$&, 508™;!, ) *IA#-"#4,, -18%%""1%.1./ 5!" $OA(. (A0 3("4!
404(", 208!

qqq'h%!%) 0!, "1./5!"5) , 20%62#0!3(--!, "0/ $" %!, "(2)1./0!"%!, 10" 4 ) (A("5!" %! S4(A4NI™*%!) %" |@0-%) 21U0625;! , ""#/ () 2!, --!
<03"1%.!>.4(A,)!*0"A0) "I, &0!I2@%!%&IR " 4(%S( , ) V6!
qqq'iA,)!10,"(-51.()*12800° () 2!A,&*"1, ) *1@%%1"13(*4!(/ , 20"1%.1<03"134%!-%%1!-(10!/ 06!

qqqg'iA, )10, "(-51.0)*<03("41@%%1"!, ) *1"%5"1.%8! /5!1A4(-*60)!3(*4!(/ ,20"1%.<03"!" 4, "1-%%1!-(10!" 40./6!

____lam not singled out to speak about and as a representative of an “exotic” Jewish subgroup.!
qqq!J40)12%!*%!<03("4!@%%1"*%&0"1%E1e0"" , #&, )" M, /1) % 1"00) !, "1, ) 1%#"" (*088!

qqg'it.)*1/5!0F$08(0)A0", ) *!(/,20"!-(10./()0!() <03("41)03"$, $0&"! , ) *1./, 2, X() 0"!

qqqiir*%!)%"13%E85!, @%+#"!, AAD™"1*%I4%#" () 21%8! , $,&"/0) ") !1$60*%/ () , "0-5!<03("4!) 0(24@%&4%%*"f!

qqq'b5é, @a()0+0&!Ig#0™ (%) "1* 4, ", /<03 (" 46!

qqq!3J340)!I*0--1%"408!./0/ @0&"1%.!/5!"5) , 2%2#0!" 4, *11.00-1./ ,82() ,-(XO*;!"405!,&0!(/ /0*(, "0-5!, ) *!, $$8%$4(, "0-5!
80"$%)" (+06!

qgq![4080!,801%"408!A4(-*80)!, *1"40180-(2(%#"1"A4%%-134%!-%%1!-(10!./ 5IA4(-*5!

____ My child’s authenticity as a Jew is never questioned by adults or!A4(-*80)!@,"0*!%)!4("c406&!"1() 'A%-%&H!

____People never say to me, “But you don’t look Jewish,” either seriously or as though it was funny.!
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qqqgin*%)%"13%:e85! , @%#'1@0()2!"00) 1%&!"¢0, *0*!, "1, 1./ 0/ @0&%.!" 40T, ) ("%&(,-I"", ..1,"1,1"5) , 2%2#01%¢&! 340) !
,""0)*()2!,<03("4!10+0) !

____lam never asked “how” | am Jewish at dating events or on Jewish dating websites.!
qqqg'iA,)!,8,)20!"%!@0!()!"40!A%/$, )5!%.1<03"1%.1/51406(" , 20!/ %""1%.1"40!" (/06!

qqq!J40)!,""0/$" ) 2!"%%()!,1"5) , 2%2#0!%&I<03("4!1%82, ) (X, " (%); !, Z'A%) .(*0) "4, "1/510"4) (AI@ , AL 28%# ) *1 3 (--!
)%"1@0'40-*1,2,()""1./08!

qqqg'itA, )1, "1I"5) , 2%2#0"!, ) *1<03("41%E2, ) (X, *(%) "% )A-#*0N(/ , 20", ) *IA#-"#8,-1"6, *(" (%) "1.8%/ |/ 5!@ , AL28%# ) *!
3("4%#"1@0()2!"00)!, "1, D#(", )ACk!

qqq'itA,)10)8%--10)!,1<03("4!*, 5I"A4%%-;150"4(+, ;1, ) *14(" " %8(A , -51<03("41A%--020!, ) *1.) *1<03("4!" " #*0) "1, ) *!
$%.0""%8"13(* 41/ 51, A(, -1%6!0*4) (AI@ , AL28%# ) *6!

qqq!B0%$-01%. 'A%-%¢&!*%!) %" 1g#0™* (%) ! 345!, /1<03("46!

qqqiiil)%31/5,A(,-1%&10"4) (AI@ , AL28%# ) *!13(--1) %" 1@0!40-*1,2,)"* L/Z0!(.M, "0/ $ 1" %!T%()!, 1/ ()5,) 1) !1$¢, 5086!
qqq'in1)%3!/5!0'4) (Al@,AL28%#) *13(--1)%"1@0!40-*1,2,()""1./0!()!@0() 2'A, --0*1"%!&0 , *!" 40! [%¢, 46!

qqqiit, ZD%"1*("A/ (), "0*1,2,()""1D!"40!,-(5, 41$8%A0"™"1 "1, 103 1%.1/5!$, &" (A#-, 104 ) (A("56!

qqqq'ii4,+01)0+0&!4, *!"40!$%-(A0!A, --0*1%) |/ 01%¢!4 , +0!@00) 10"A%S" 0*1%#"1%.! , 1" 0&+(A0'@5! , 1$%-(A0/ , )!.%&!*%() 2!
)%"4()2!%408!"4,)!1$6,5() 2!34(-0!@0() 2!, '$0&"%) 1%. 'A%-%066!

qqaqq'ii4,+01)%"1@00)!,"10*!"%!-0, +0!, I"4#-1%6! , 'A-,""1%6!4 , +0!@00) '@, &40*!.6%/10) "06() 2!, " 4#-1%&! , 1A-, " I*#0!"%! /5!
"1() 'A%-%88!

Text not copyrighted. Developed for educational purposes by the Jewish Multiracial Network, 2006—2009. Please

distribute and add to the checklist.!
! !
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Preferred Adoption Terminology*

20,-l/%/C&0,-1*, *! H(&'4/%"4086@(&"4. , "406!

>*YG" O*IAL(-<CY 3 ) IA(-*! D5IA4(-*]

/(5

T%80(2)!, *%S" (%) 1)"08)," (), -1, *%$" (%)

>*§$'0*la_[! b,*0!,)!,*%$" (%)!$-,)!
I

>*U$'0*la_[la7!"40!.%""04!A,&0!"5"" 0! >*U$'0*1"44%#241%8!.6%./1" 40!
%""08!A, &0!"5"" 0/

r>* $'0%1.8%/1h " (6) , D%H) A(LIEI>*%S" (%)

!

For a more thorough explanation, see...
Patricia Johnston’s ‘Speaking Positively: Using Respectful Adoption Language
13336, @6, X%6%8263$?A%) "0) *6#$-%, *"69 : 896 : 86=$0, 1() 2?B%" (" (+0-56%*.!

14



Books for Adults on Judaism, Race and Adoption

*Resources compiled from jewishmultiracialnetwork.org and bechollashon.org

ADOPTION AND THE JEWISH FAMILY: CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

@5!=40-05'j ,$)01!Z%"0) @0&2!

19%%1"1, *1* 401, *%S$" (%) I$8UA0™" 1" 48%#24! , 1<03("41-0) "YI)A-H*0"1, *%S$" () 18("#, -1, ) *180, *() 26661, 1280 , *180"%#&AO! . %&IA-0825i!
!

AND HANNAH WEPT: INFERTILITY, ADOPTION AND THE JEWISH COUPLE

@5'Z,00(b(A4,0-\%-*!

>I$06"%) ,-I0F$-%¢, *(%)!%.1().0&" (-("5!, ) *!, *%$" (%);!, "1+(030*!"46%#24! ,1<03("4!-0) 6!

!

TWENTY THINGS ADOPED KIDS WITH THEIR ADOPTIVE PARENTS KNEW

@5!=4084(0'R-*&(*20!

)+, -#, @-012#(*01"%!" 401A%/ $-OFI0/%" (%) "1"4, " 1A, )", 10H#$180"(*0) ADI3(*4() " 40140, &*1%.1, ) !, *%$’ 0*IAA(-6!

!

IN EVERY TONGUE: THE RACIAL AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

@5'e(,)0'[%@0);\, 85! [%@0);!, ) *1=A%""1Z#@()!

\&%#)*@80,1()21%%1!, "1"40A4,)2() 2!. ,A0"1%.1" 400 B("41$0%S-0!, ) *I(/ $-(A, () "1.%4!" 40! 3%8-*I<03("4IA%/ / #) ("5H!

Dim Sum, BAGELS, AND GRITS: A SOURCEBOOK FOR MULTICULTURAL FAMILIES

@5!b5¢,!>-$08"%)!

>180"U6#H#EAOI2#(*01.%81() "088&, A(, -1. , Z(-(0"1%.1,~11)*";138(**0) 185!, I"() 2-003(" 41/ %" 4081 34%"0! , *%$" 0*1* | #24" 083, "10%8)!
0)'D4() 6!

IS THAT YOUR CHILD? MOTHERS TALK ABOUT REARING BIRACIAL CHILDREN
@5!'b, &%) J(-"%)!, ) *I7-%60)A0! , **!
‘Is That Your Child?’ is a question that countless mothers of biracial children encounter. Social scientists Kilson and Ladd

probe mothers’ responses to t4("!g#085!, ) *1%'406!A4,--0)20"1"4, "1/ %" 408"1%.1@(&, A(, -!A4(-*€0) '0) A%#) " 0&s!!

No BIKING IN THE HOUSE WITHOUT A HELMET

@5!'b0-("",17,5\400)0!
A “sprawling, imperfect, courageous and joyful account of the adoption process, warts and all...”!
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Books for Youth on Judaism, Race and Adoption

*These resources and more can be found at jewishmultiracialnetwork.org

BLuisH UBZR?[RRhV
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http://www.amazon.com/Bluish-Virginia-Hamilton/dp/0439367867
http://www.amazon.com/Daughters-Ark-Anna-Morgan/dp/1896764924
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Jewish-Faces-Debra-Darvick/dp/0807411086
http://www.amazon.com/Lets-Talk-About-Julius-Lester/dp/0064462269
http://www.amazon.com/What-Makes-Someone-Lauren-Seidman/dp/158023321X
http://www.amazon.com/Nappy-Dragonfly-Books-Carolivia-Herron/dp/0679894454

